When Sin Enters the Camp
When A Brother Sins
All Scriptures from The Old and New King James Versions

In the Old Testament sin was dealt with swiftly, so the camp of Jews would not
be influenced to sin. This was a time when God was delivering his message to
men. They needed to understand what the consequences of sin were. Example:
Num 15:30 'But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether he is nativeborn or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the LORD, and he shall be cut off from
among his people. 31 Because he has despised the word of the LORD, and has broken
His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be upon him.'
" 32 Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man
gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. 33 And those who found him gathering sticks
brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation. 34 They put him under
guard, because it had not been explained what should be done to him. 35 Then the
LORD said to Moses, "The man must surely be put to death; all the congregation shall
stone him with stones outside the camp." 36 So, as the LORD commanded Moses, all the
congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him with stones, and he died.

Why was punishment so swift then? I see many other circumstances in the old
testament, where punishment was swift. When God deals directly with man
punishment was quick. In other words, man could not say he was ignorant and
doubted it was from God. There were no excuses. Another reason punishment was
so strict was to keep sin from influencing the entire congregation.
1Co 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Just as a little leaven will cause doe to rise into bread, so will a little sin can corrupt
the entire congregation into sin. Example in scripture:
Num 22:2 Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3
And Moab was exceedingly afraid of the people because they were many, and Moab was
sick with dread because of the children of Israel. 4 So Moab said to the elders of Midian,
"Now this company will lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the
field." And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. 5 Then he sent
messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of
the sons of his people, to call him, saying: "Look, a people has come from Egypt. See,
they cover the face of the earth, and are settling next to me! 6 Therefore please come at
once, curse this people for me, for they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to
defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you bless is
blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed." 7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian departed with the diviner's fee in their hand, and they came to Balaam and
spoke to him the words of Balak. 8 And he said to them, "Lodge here tonight, and I will
bring back word to you, as the LORD speaks to me." So the princes of Moab stayed with
Balaam. 9 Then God came to Balaam and said, "Who are these men with you?" 10 So
Balaam said to God, "Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11
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'Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and they cover the face of the earth. Come now,
curse them for me; perhaps I shall be able to overpower them and drive them out.' " 12
And God said to Balaam, "You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people,
for they are blessed." 13 So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak,
"Go back to your land, for the LORD has refused to give me permission to go with you."
14 And the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak, and said, "Balaam refuses to come
with us." 15 Then Balak again sent princes, more numerous and more honorable than
they. 16 And they came to Balaam and said to him, "Thus says Balak the son of Zippor:
'Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me; 17 for I will certainly honor you
greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Therefore please come, curse this people
for me.' " 18 Then Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, "Though Balak
were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the word of the
LORD my God, to do less or more.

At this time Balaam tried several times to curse the Children of Israel. Every
time he gave blessings and not curses because God would not let him curse them.
Apparently later, he did give an evil counsel, of how to cause the Children of Israel
to sin and be cursed with sin.
Num 25:1 Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit
harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They invited the people to the sacrifices of their
gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel was joined to Baal of
Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel.
Num 31:16 Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of
Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague
among the congregation of the LORD.

God never in scriptures punished sin, when he had not revealed it to man.
Act 17:30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men
everywhere to repent,

God spared not the angles who sinned. Why they knew God but sinned anyway.
They had no excuse.
Mat 18:10 "Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.
2Pe 2:4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

We don’t understand our own nature. Man will often try to give quick
punishment to a brother who sins. We can’t be the one to take vengeance on a
sinner. That only belongs to God. We don’t have the ability to judge rightly, because
we can’t see all as God does. Use his word.
Heb 10:30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says
the Lord. And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."
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Our judgment is not correct as God’s judgment is. If you judge God will use our
poor judgment to judge us. We must not be the judge. Judgment is God’s. He will
judge us by his word.
Luk 6:27 But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 To him who
strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your
cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from
him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. :31 and just as you want men to
do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32 "But if you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 nd if you do good to
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34
And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.
36 herefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 37 Judge not, and you shall
not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure
that you use, it will be measured back to you."

God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. We are told not to rejoice at the
punishment of the wicked. God is not glad at this neither should we be.
Eze 18:23 Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?" says the Lord GOD,
"and not that he should turn from his ways and live? 24 "But when a righteous man
turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the
abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the righteousness which he
has done shall not be remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty
and the sin which he has committed, because of them he shall die. 25 "Yet you say, 'The
way of the Lord is not fair.' Hear now, O house of Israel, is it not My way which is fair,
and your ways which are not fair? 26 When a righteous man turns away from his
righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the iniquity which he has
done that he dies. 27 Again, when a wicked man turns away from the wickedness which
he committed, and does what is lawful and right, he preserves himself alive. 28 Because
he considers and turns away from all the transgressions which he committed, he shall
surely live; he shall not die.
Eze 33:11 Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord GOD, 'I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil
ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?'
Pro 24:17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when
he stumbles;

Christ nature is to save all he could from sin and punishment.
Luk 9:51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that
He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face.
And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But
they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And
when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to
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command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?" 55 But
He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you
are of. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them." And
they went to another village.
Mat 9:12 When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE
MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to
repentance."
Joh 8:3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery.
And when they had set her in the midst, 4 they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was
caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such
should be stoned. But what do You say?" 6 This they said, testing Him, that they might
have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the
ground with His finger, as though He did not hear. 7 So when they continued asking
Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him
throw a stone at her first." 8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9
Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one,
beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the
woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one
condemned you?" 11 She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I
condemn you; go and sin no more."
2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.

We need to forgive our brother or sister as Christ did. They need to turn away
from their sin. But we must forgive even if they sin again if they turn away from
their sins.
Luk 17:3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if
he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven
times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him."
Mat 18:21 Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

In the Lord’s Prayer.
Mat 6:12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into
temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen. --- 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

In the circumstance when a brother will not repent, the church is required to
withdraw from a brother. This is not for punishment. This is to encourage the
sinner to repent. It is also to help the congregation, not to fall into sin.
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2Th 3:5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience
of Christ. 6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the
tradition which he received from us.
Mat 18:15 "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between
you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he will not
hear, take with you one or two more, that 'BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE
WITNESSES EVERY WORD MAY BE ESTABLISHED.' 17 And if he refuses to hear them,
tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a
heathen and a tax collector.

This is an example of a withdrawal.
1Co 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such
sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father's
wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this
deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but
present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done
this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together,
along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus. 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in
my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not
mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or
extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I
have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually
immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not
even to eat with such a person. 12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are
outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God
judges. Therefore "PUT AWAY FROM YOURSELVES THE EVIL PERSON."

We must withdraw from a brother who commits a sin not repented of. We must
admonish him to repent every chance we get.
2Co 2:5 But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all of you to some
extent—not to be too severe. 6 This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is
sufficient for such a man, 7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 8
Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 9 For to this end I also wrote, that I
might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things. 10 Now whom you
forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven
that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.

You must take back the brother who sinned if he repents. Not for just his sake but
for all our sakes.
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Jas 5:19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns
him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will
save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.

Our attitude must be to convert a brother from his sins. If we don’t, we condemn
ourselves.
Eze 3:17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore
hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: 18 When I say to the
wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the
wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. 19 Yet, if you warn the wicked, and
he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his
iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.

We must warn anyone of their sins. Why? So, we can be forgiven.

Questions or request for Bible studies: Contact Mt Olive Church of
Christ Mt Olive AL. 205-631-9182 Or contact me,
Michael R. Rouse. 205-607- 4139
avoidsin2@gmail.com
My webpage mikesbiblestudies.com

6

