The Love of Truth
All Scriptures from The Old and New King James Versions

2Th 2:9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all
power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11
And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12
that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness. NKJV
Zec 8:19 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'The fast of the fourth month, The fast of the fifth,
The fast of the seventh, And the fast of the tenth, Shall be joy and gladness and cheerful
feasts For the house of Judah. Therefore love truth and peace.' NKJV

The love of truth is the only way for salvation and a Godly life.
1Ki 17:24 Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now by this I know that you are a man of God,
and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth." NKJV

God’s word in the bible is truth.
Joh 17:16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your
truth. Your word is truth. NKJV

The word of God is the truth spoken of. It can only be gotten through the Bible.
1Pe 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for
you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in

obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one
another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible
seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24

because "ALL FLESH IS AS GRASS, AND ALL THE GLORY OF MAN AS THE FLOWER OF
THE GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND ITS FLOWER FALLS AWAY, 25 BUT THE WORD
OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER." Now this is the word which by the gospel was
preached to you. NKJV
Act 4:29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word, NKJV

The word is spiritual food for the soul.
Jer 15:16 Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy
and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts. NKJV

We must learn the word of God more than first principals (the milk of the word).
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We must know more scripture to eat solid food (meat) which is the fuller knowledge of
God’s word.
1Co 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to
babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not
able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; NKJV
Heb 5:8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9
And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey
Him, 10 called by God as High Priest "ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK,"
11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of
hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach
you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and
not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that
is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
NKJV

We show our love of God by studying and obeying his word.
Joh 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine
but the Father's who sent Me. 25 "These things I have spoken to you while being present
with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.
NKJV

Just knowing what it says is not enough. We must love the truth.
If you don’t study it and trust in it, you don’t have a love of truth.
Psa 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law
of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. KJV
Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. KJV
Rom 10:15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "HOW
BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, WHO
BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!" 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For
Isaiah says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?" 17 So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
NKJV
Luk 6:46 "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do the things which I say? 47
Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is
like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the
rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could
not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. NKJV
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Our desire is to know all the truth and practice it.
Joh 15:5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is
cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what
you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you;
abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just
as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. NKJV

You can not do it just by your own ability. You must understand everyone needs
God’s help. Without God’s help you can do nothing. So constantly pray for his help in
faith. You cannot call him lord if you don’t know what he said. You must study to
know what he said, understanding this means everything he said even what the apostils
said because the Holy Spirit brought to remembrance to the apostils every thing Jesus
said. You must study yourself. Why? Because it is not possible for Preachers or Bible
class teachers or even those who publish books about the Bible. They can’t cover
everything. And they often teach error because they want to please men or they haven’t
considered all scripture.
We should be glad to go to worship services and to be with other Christians.
Psa 122:1 I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD. KJV
Rom 12:9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which
is good. 10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring
one another; KJV

God’s word is amazing. Every time you read a passage you gain new knowledge not
derived from the first reading. Trust in the Bible instead of men’s teaching. Listening
to men’s ideas is not wrong, but it must be compared to what all the Bible says. Men are
not inspired except through scripture.
Act 17:10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When
they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more fair-minded
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. NKJV

Study to show yourself approved.
2Ti2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
KJV

The love of truth requires a diligence to know what it says and a desire to practice it.
Tell others the Bible teaching, when you overcome your own sins with God’s help.
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This help comes when you diligently pray for it. You can’t do it without God’s help.
Joh 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

Some say they can’t teach because they have not received a calling. They don’t
understand what a calling is. The calling is the word of God, not a feeling or something in
which God zaps you to do his will.
The only one called in a miraculous way was Saul to become Paul. Even this was by
the Gospel taught to him by God, which he still had to obey. He did.
Act 9:4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads." 6 So he, trembling
and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to him,
"Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." NKJV
Act 9:17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he
said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has
sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18
Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at
once; and he arose and was baptized. NKJV

Note: Notice he obeyed then was filled with the Holy Spirit.
2Pe 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge;
(Again, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.) Rom_10:17
(Knowledge also comes by the word of God.)
2Pe 1:6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For
if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for
if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. KJV
Eph 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; NKJV

The Gospel still was a part of Paul’s calling and all the saints.
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Rom 1:1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the
gospel of God 2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3
concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to
the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and
apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 6 among whom you
also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. KJV

When your knowledge is sufficient for the task, teach others. Faithful brethren will
help you till you are mature enough to teach. Pray for this for yourself and others:
Luk 6:41 And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not perceive the
plank in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me remove the
speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye?
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
remove the speck that is in your brother's eye.
NKJV
Act 4:29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word, NKJV
Tit 1:9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict. NKJV
Heb 3:12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing
from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called "TODAY," lest any of
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. NKJV

It requires diligence, the desire to know how to divide the truth, as God meant it to be
divided.
Define Diligence: Strongs Greek word definition: From G4710; to use speed, that is, to make
effort, be prompt or earnest: - do (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavour, labour, study.

Diligence requires our best effort as soon as we can.
2Ti 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
NKJV
2Co 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted;
but the sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For observe this very thing, that you
sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what
vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter. NKJV

We must diligently seek him. We must have diligence in everything serving God.
Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. NKJV
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Psa 119:3 They also do no iniquity; They walk in His ways. 4 You have commanded us To
keep Your precepts diligently. 5 Oh, that my ways were directed To keep Your statutes! 6
Then I would not be ashamed, When I look into all Your commandments. 7 I will praise
You with uprightness of heart, When I learn Your righteous judgments. NKJV
2Co 8:6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in
you as well. 7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all
diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also. NKJV
2Pe 1:3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust. 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these
things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness,
and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even
more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. NKJV

Keep your heart right to keep the love of truth.
Mat 5:2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 3 "Blessed are the poor in
spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall
be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the
merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see
God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are
those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11
"Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake.
KJV
Mat 6:19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. NKJV
Mat 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and
an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for
every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For
by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." NKJV
Mat 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then
the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who
received seed by the wayside.
NKJV
Mat 15:8 'THESE PEOPLE DRAW NEAR TO ME WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND HONOR ME
WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME. 9 AND IN VAIN THEY
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN.' "
NKJV
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Some of the commandments of men not found in the Bible: Just accept him into
your heart is all you need to do for salvation. Pray the sinner’s prayer and you will be
saved. These things are not found in any conversion in any scripture. If it is not found in
scripture it does it not come from God but men’s opinions? Trust the scriptures not
men’s opinions. Are these not commandments of men?
Let you heart be influenced by the word of God found in scripture.
Mat 15:18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they
defile a man.
NKJV
Mat 22:37 Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR
HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'
NKJV
Luk 18:1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose
heart,
NKJV
Rom 6:17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the
heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from
sin, you became slaves of righteousness. NKJV
1Pe 3:3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold,
or putting on fine apparel— 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.
NKJV
Psa 40:6 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt
offering and sin offering You did not require. 7 Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of
the book it is written of me. 8 I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within
my heart." 9 I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the great assembly;
Indeed, I do not restrain my lips, O LORD, You Yourself know. 10 I have not hidden Your
righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I
have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth From the great assembly. NKJV

We must always follow truth.
Psa 119:160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous
judgments endureth for ever. NKJV
Joh 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

NKJV

1Jn 3:13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have
passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother
abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, because He laid down
His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever
has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how
does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue,
but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure
our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and
knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward
God. NKJV
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Joh 17:12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You
gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that
they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I
do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify
them by Your truth. Your word is truth. NKJV
Psa 86:8 Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord; Nor are there any works like Your
works. 9 All nations whom You have made Shall come and worship before You, O Lord,
And shall glorify Your name. 10 For You are great, and do wondrous things; You alone are
God. 11 Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your
name. 12 I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify Your name
forevermore. 13 For great is Your mercy toward me, And You have delivered my soul from
the depths of Sheol. NKJV
Psa 25:2 O my God, I trust in You; Let me not be ashamed; Let not my enemies triumph
over me. 3 Indeed, let no one who waits on You be ashamed; Let those be ashamed who
deal treacherously without cause. 4 Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 5
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all
the day.
NKJV
Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in
the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of
their mind,
NKJV
1Jn 3:22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments
and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.23 And this is His commandment: that
we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us
commandment.
NKJV
2Jn 1:1 The Elder, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I,
but also all those who have known the truth, 2 because of the truth which abides in us and
will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father
and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 4 I rejoiced
greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we received
commandment from the Father. 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a
new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love
one another. 6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.
NKJV
Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John bore witness of
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Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me is
preferred before me, for He was before me.' " 16 And of His fullness we have all received,
and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
NKJV
Joh 4:23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
NKJV
Joh 5:32 There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He
witnesses of Me is true. 33 You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34
Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved.
NKJV
Joh 8:28 Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know
that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these
things. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do
those things that please Him." 30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. 31 Then
Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples
indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
NKJV
Joh 8:45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you convicts Me of
sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears God's
words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God."
NKJV
Joh 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me. 7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father
also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him."
NKJV
Joh 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth;
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and
declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will
take of Mine and declare it to you.
NKJV
Joh 17:12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You
gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that
they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I
do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify
them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
NKJV
2Co 6:3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. 4 But in all
things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in
needs, in distresses, 5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness,
in fastings; 6 by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit,
by sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness
on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report;
as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we
live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. NKJV
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Gal 2:4 And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by
stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage), 5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the
gospel might continue with you.
NKJV
Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but
faith working through love. 7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?
NKJV

The predestination spoken here is how God choose to save men aforetime by preaching
God’s word. Those who listen and obey are those who are saved or predestined.
Eph 1:11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who
first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed,
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. NKJV
1Co 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.
NKJV
1Co 1:20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. NKJV
Col 1:3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5
because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the
word of the truth of the gospel,
NKJV
2Ti 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
NKJV
2Ti 3:2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong,
haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but
denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep
into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by
various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.
NKJV
1Pe 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for
you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another
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fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,
NKJV
1Jn 2:1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He
Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says,
"I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know
that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He
walked.
NKJV
3Jn 1:3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you,
just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in
truth.
NKJV
Joh 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine
but the Father's who sent Me. 25 "These things I have spoken to you while being present
with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.
NKJV

If some of you think doing everything by the Word of God is legalistic consider the
following scriptures:
1Th 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from all appearance of
evil. KJV
2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. KJV
2Ti 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works. KJV
Tit 2:6 Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 7 in all things showing yourself
to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, 8
sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed,
having nothing evil to say of you. 8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who
is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.
NKJV
1Ti 1:15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who
are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.
NKJV
2Ti 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner,

11

but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who
has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10
but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 to which I was
appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also
suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and
am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day. 13 Hold
fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are
in Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit
who dwells in us.
Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 3
For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each
one a measure of faith.
Rom 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
KJV

If you don’t use all scriptures you are in danger of becoming a lawless person.
2Th 2:9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power,
signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this
reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all
may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
NKJV
Mat 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?' 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'
NKJV

Some have made the accusation that sticking to exactly scriptures makes you
Legalistic. This is the definition: (adhering excessively to law or formula. ) The truth is
in man’s law you can be Legalistic. God’s laws are perfect. When adhered to it makes a
man perfect. When man strays from God’s law, he becomes lawless. It was true in the
old law men interpreted the law and taught their interpretation. They became lawless
because they were not strict in the true meaning of the scriptures.
Mar 7:7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men. 8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye
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do. 9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may
keep your own tradition. KJV
Deu 17:20 That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside
from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel. KJV
Deu 12:32 "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor
take away from it. NKJV

Legalistic is a term for man’s law which is not perfect. God’s law is perfect.
Some say you are just being Legalistic when you insist following scripture to the letter.
Don’t believe them! This will make you Lawless!
The truth is you can not adhere to God’s law to much. He requires us to adhere to it
all.
2Ti 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works. NKJV

See how scriptures make you wise to salvation. It also makes a man perfect when he
obeys them.
If we think studying all God’s law is Legalistic. We become a lawless people
Mat 13:41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom
all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, NKJV
Mat 24: 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he
who endures to the end shall be saved. NKJV
2Co 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? NKJV
1Jn 3:3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 4
Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. --- 8 He who sins is
of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.
NKJV

Questions or request for Bible studies: Contact Mt Olive Church of Christ
Mt Olive AL. 205-631-9182 Or contact me, Michael R. Rouse. 205-607- 4139
avoidsin2@gmail.com
My webpage mikesbiblestudies.com
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